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CRUELTY 


1ple called Qunkets, in the 


Eforeyou we lay our Grievances MN a5hrieta mannce as may 
be, deſiring you may. weigh and confider thereof, and re- 
lieve the opnynreſſed, who area People fearing God, and do 

few forth the Fruits of ais Heaveniy Gi; 11 waikinz ha 

reitly and juſtly in the ſight ofFall our Neighbours anc Country-men. 

This is an Account of the fad and deep Siitfering: of the People 
called QUAKERS in and avout F;mterbarnand Olverſtone, 01. abour 
Kings-Tejione.and about T”efterly, an Little Badmantonin the Coun 
ty of Gloce fer, In tlie years, 1676,and 1677. by Fraxcy Fane,aul Gze 
briel Low, and Job1 Mevidith, called Juſtices ofthe Peace, 

In and about thofe Placcs atoreſaid, from about Fifty Eizht Perſons 
Inhabitants thereauout; there hath been taken away and loſt of theip 
Goods, on Account of the late Aﬀt againit Convencicles, by Warranss 
trom the Tultices aforeſaid, the Goods and Loffes zlready ſuffered 
«MOuntiug to about 717 1.11 £.the Particu/ars being ready tobe ſheiye 
£1 to them that delize it; And belides the Account above, the.e 

are more Fines impoſe, and Warrants granted thereupon, to the 

ValueofOne Thovuland Poun'ts 2nd upwards. 

Alſo a furthzr account of themoſt crueany barbarous Aftion® ang 
Proceeclinss of 7. Meridith caied Juſtice, again an Innocent. Har:iis 
Peop!e. for no other cauſe.but tor their meeting and wo: fhippine the 
Lord God of Heaven and Eartir; and in the pure Wor fhip in the $ j- 
rſt of Truth, endeavouring to keep their Conſciences void of Offenze 
both to God and man... He cauſed 27 Perſons to be Indicted at the 
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Seffions at Clocefter, in the year 1677, for not comin? to their Church 
locallei, thogza many of them hid been Sutferers by the Atta. 
gainſt Conventicles 3 and they were threatned with I mpriſonmenr, 

The faid Tuſtice Meridity at a Meztinx ſent Henry Poyntin and Ne- 
thaniel Heskins tO priſon, ior not finding Sureties tor their good Ben 
haviour, though no misbeh3viour was proved againſt them : ang they 
werekept above a quarter of a year priſoners, on no other Account, 
without any Triz!: and then he cauſed an Indidment to be read a. 
£ainit them, above a quarter of a yearafterthey had been Impriſone 
as aforeſaid ; and thar InJictment being read at the Sefſions azaink 
them, f2r not coming to their Church ſo called, for eight weeks 
they were fined Forty Pounde a piece, and kept Priſoners 25 they ha 4 
Þeen above three Moneths, and had no Trial, and are Prifoners to 
this Cay. | 

Theſaid Juſtice Meridith at a Meeting at Frenchbaw,in the Coun. 
ty of Gloceſter, upon the 13th Gay of the gth moneth (commoaly cal- 
I-4 Zune) tell upon William Bennet,and beat him very fore!y; and he 
iid beat William Wade alſo. Therwentieih of the ſame Monerh, at 
th- fame place, in the Hizgh-way, ncar the Meeting-houſe, be found 
ton Silcock and he took him by the hair of the Head, and ptucke 
tim into the Meeting-houle Yard, and then drew his naked Knife, 
and ſaid, He world mark bim; but his own Clerk and cthers fteppeg 
jn 7nd nrevented him : otherwiſe It was verily thouzhe, he woul 1 
have done the ſaid Silcock ſome great miſchief. —— The twenty thir 
cfihe fame moneth, coming to the ſame place.h2 deman ie! ef George 
Peace what his Name was,ard h2 not givinghts Name ſuddenly, 7b, 
Meridith Erew his waked Knife upon him, but One of his own Servants 
reſtrained him from his wicked purpeſe, —T he twenty Teventh of 
rheſume monerh at thefame place, theſaid Fob Meridith took 7o 14 
Bzw1 and pulled him by the hair ofthe head, and ater tha: ndins 
lim 13 the High-way the lame day, he fel upen him and beat him at. 
teravery cruel and bacbarous manrer, 

Anithe fall Meridith did beat Fobs Fryer, an1 Foſebb Glover tiyn 
Officers, becauſe they refuſed ro pull and hite people as he woul:! 
havethwm. Same) Symons making his Avpeal ro Fon Meridith for 
a Fine taken from him, the latd Aferidith feil upon him and beat him 
exccedimely in his own houſe. 

Several others were beaten and abuſe !by the ſaid Meridith, whicl: 
would betedicus ro men: ion particuiy ,Many Friends were Eye-wit - 
neſtes to theſe Paſſages, Aulthelall Jullice AZeridith broke five Glaſs 
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KVindows to pieces with his Staff,not leaving fo much as one whole 
Quarrel, aad.aiſo cauſed the Benches and Formes to be cutto pieces. 

Sir.ce the Account aforeſaid. there hath been taken from Fobn Boy 
of Luckinton, tor three ſeveral Fines amounting to 11 |. goods worth 
about the ſame value, by Warrant from Jultice Gabriel Low. 

And the Officers when they ſeized upon cur poor Fiiends Goods, 
belonging to Badmanion Mecting,cid ſay.they were charged byGabrie! 
Low Juſtice, to take all they co.14 tin:!, and that which was not worth 
cattying away,they ſhould burn lt,cr breaks to pieces,inſomuch that 
Thoms Hslbrow an old bli:zd man, and his wite, and feveral other poor 
Friends, had not a Bed left them, * but their Lodging hath been cn 
Straw for ſeveral weeks ; and 1ts above eleven Moneths ſince the blind 
man's BeJ was taken, and his Lodging 15 on Straw to this day, And 
ſome Friend: lent ſome of the Sufterers a Bet and Coverlets, and 
ſome other things to keep them warmin th? winter, and the ſail OE 
ficers tcok away part thereof, and vroke the Eeditead, and cut the 
Cord. Allo the atoreſaid blind man an'l Henry Afb by of Hewkebu- 
ry-Upton were taken up by Seſſions Procels, and car: fed, to Goal, bee 
ing incicted by that Act tor not going to their Worſhip, 

Some of the Marqueſs of Tercefter his Servants, Thomas Cook his 
Butcher, Robert Long his Brewer, fohu Newman his Keeper, Theſe 
became Intormers,and went to Litile Bzadmanton often to the Duke 8 
Peaceable Meetings being at the Blind man's houſe & there in a moſe 
cru*] t:rbarous manrer abuſed the Innocent People of that Meeting, 
ef w hich Abuſesthereare ſome few Inſtances, tor the ſake of them thaz 
haveſome Tenderneſs in them, and are againtt theſe wicked Praftices. 

Thomas Cook the Butcher one of the Intormers aforeſaid, at the ſyi:] 
Meeting (aid, It was no more ſin to kill one of them, then 10 kill a Deg; Ke 
did much abuſe Sarah Aſpby, by punching, beating, and uſing her in 
a ſhameful manner, And ſo did Fohy Newman ancther of the afore. 
ſaid Informers throw the fail Sarah tothe Ground in a ſhamefu!, 
wicked mani er ; and by the wrong ſhe received, ſhe ſuffered damaze 
to her Body, and ſome time after fell ill, The faid Infarmers came 
to the Mee: ing when there were butt lice Perſons betides the Fami- 
ly, whom they tockend threw agairſtthe walls, and avainſt the Poſts 
of the Door ina crucl barbarous manner ; and Thomas Holbrow the 
blind man of the houtle told them, their ARions were Quite contrary 
rothe Aft; theſaid Informers replied, What do you tell gs of the AG? 
We matter not the AF, Theſaid Informers abuſe Joha Jones in a 
deiperite ſhameful manner, throwing him over the Gate ſeveral tines 
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to the hazard of his Liie, rhrowing him upon his Back, and then laid 
him thwart a Stick, and in a grievous manner abuled him, 

And at another time, when the fald Informers were abu ſing 
Friends, they laid, If we kill one of you, we believe we ſhall not be hangs 
ged for it, 

And the ſail Informers took Benjamin Pain, and threw him over a 
wall, and did beat him Ina ſhameful manner ; an: c at another time | 
a Meadow, the ſaid Informers. took him, and threw him upon his 
Back, an1 in a moſt wicked manner abuſed him. Fo 14 the fait Infore 
mers took Foba Boy an1 threw him over a Gate and Stlie ſeveral times, 
and dragged him 1a the Street on his Back, In the Dirt, .an4 drove 
him in a Wheel- Barrow, and threw water on him, allo they tonk 
him a Heighe from. the Ground, an let Inm fall on his Back 3; This 
they ia edone ſeveral times. Alfothefaic Taforme: 5 took Febx Taz- 
ler in the Strcet, and ſtruck him Several deſperate Blows, an threw 
Bu overa Wallin ſuch a danzerous manner that it might have un- 

one him, Thonas om gr took Nehemiah _ chcom) ang Je 
= away from the Mceting,out of ſfizh: , An! d cid beat Nm till His fleſh 

25 black s and hal not We lnoked overa Wail acciccntaily, ny 
you w not but he _-_ Have been ſpoiled: And he Jay very i!] under 
the Bruiſes ſeveral dayes. 

The faid Informers took Fob Beard as he wa a5 2 Ing Into a Fr lends 
houſe, by the hair of che head, and beat hiz heal as inſt a Poſt fin an 
Unchriſtian-lite manner ; and they ſwore te 'y deſps race Oarhs, That 
they would cxt off bis Fears ; z 6 :nd they followe:t nimbaifa Mile Betting, 
Kicking, Punching, and LMipping him by the Ears, Navery WIC wed 
barbar ous manner; anoticrtime they Put a Rope atcut his Neck, 

nd fo led Bim up the Srree:, Thelaid Tnformers took Fobn Peace, a 
man about ſixty four y 2ars ol: i, and drazged him out of the Meeting 
into the Street, and tiwew tim upon hi3 Back, a2] then took him up 
by dis Girdle above the Ground, and Jet nim fall again, ina, deſperate 
manner : Moreover they fald, rhey would hire ew fn into a Well 
(which was bear LU one coming by Prevented them; and being 
much bruiſed he compa! ned of it a great Wille, Tm 

It would be ro tins ro It ftance all the Wro: 192 and Tnjuries which 
theſe Innccent People have ſuuſtained from theſe wicked malicious Ine 
tormers, 

And alſo ſome ſuer by the 4& of 129. a Gay for not coming to 
the Pariſh-Church ſ> ca'led : So the I ng an:lothers in Autheriry 
to do Juliice, may frehow many Liws ate laid upon us, to deltroy TER 
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rontrary tothe Kings Words and Speeches :(vz.) That none frould 
call us in Oueſtion if we live Peaceable : And none can jultly ſay, thax 
ever we did forfeit our Liberty: And we do believe It 15 not the 
King's mind; that we ſhould be ruinated and deſtroyed, who are his 
Peaccable Subjcas, and detire his Good, and all that are under HIM, 


A further Account of the Sufferinzs of the People called Quakers 
in the Forrelt of Dean, iz the County of Gloceſter, upon ihe 
late 4G againſt Conventicles By theſe and ſuch like ggocecd = 
zngs the Cruelty of the Mereileſs is made manifeji, \ 


Obs Gryn of Colford in the County aforeſaid,fir bein? at Meetings to 
worſhip God, inthe aforefati Town, was finel Twenty five $11! - 
Iings, for three leveral Meetings (vizs) the firſt Mecting being en the 
ſeverth day ofthe eighth moneth, 77. The fecond upon the twen! yp 
t1:ſt of theeigh:h monerch, 77. The third Meeting being upontue 
clgh h diy of the tenth moneth, 77. for which h2had a Marz, SaG - 
die, Bridle, Hatchet, Nippers, Lookinz-g!afs, an1two Eggs, an his 
VWiies nuriing- basket at 4 Comb (havin ga Vic ad five ſmall Chit- 
cren) with other Goods taken from him upon the tweaty firſt day 
oi the tenth montth, 77. tothevalue of 3 k by Job Benfield Confti- 
ble cf the ſaid Tow n, by Virtue Ota warrant trom. Bayiham Throck= 
morton Knight, upon Information to the ſaid Juſtice by Charles Willi- 
ans Bailiff of the Hundred, and William Vick, being Informers. 
Filiam Hibbs cf Aylbzyton, inthe County aforeſaid, for being at 
the ſame Mceting to worfaip God, was fine in the ſum of twenty 
ſhillings 3 and by warrant from the aforeſai4 Juſtice, direted to- 
Ri:bard Brown Conſtable, who came with other Officers the lelt day 
cfche tenth moneth, 77. to take drftrels; ani the taid William nor 
} einx at home, Jobz Mills Oveiſeer ofthe poor, violently broke open 
his Sen Fonathan Hibs "his ſhop door, and took as much Cloth of 
Linnen, and Wollen, thar. was. worth twelve Ponnds and upwards, 
for the fine of twenty ſhiliinzs impoſed upon his Father, 
enkin Hopkin of Colford for being at the ſame Meetinzs, was fine: 
for himielfand Others, in the ſum of 14 1, ofthe which tine 10 |, was 
for the Speaker ; the aforeſaid Fohn Benfield Conftable, with ſeveral 
other Officers, came to take Diſtreſs che rwenty fourth day ofthe 
tenth moneth, 77. and did take away out of his ſhop, Cloth and orher 
Goods; and the twency ſixth day following, they being not ſatisfied 
| tor 
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for the fine,came. again and riffied hfs ſhop aid his houſe,and carried 
away what they Þ/eaſed, not leaving Bed-clcthe:}to cover himſe}f,his 
Wit2&Children; This, was done inthe preſence of many of his Neigh= 
bours; who ſe-ing their Cruelty, did Jament and weep, and faid, 
They feared Ged's Fudgments would come upon them, becauſe of ſuth Do= 
WMgs: The vaiue of which Goods cannot at preſent be juſtly given 
account ofas hereafter may. 

” Henry Lloyd of Alvingionin the County aforeſaid, being fined in 
the ſum of twenty pounds, for the Meeting-houſe, and by Warrant 
from the aforeſaid Juſtice, direged to Fohn Knight Conſtable of the 
aforclggtt Town, who with other Office/s came and ſeized vpon his 
Corn ia his Barn,to rhe vaſue of Thirty pounds. 

Wiliam Howel of Colford, fer being at the ſame Meetings before 
mentioned, was fined in twenty five ſhillings, for which he had Iron 
and other Goods taken from him the twenty fixth day of theeleventh 
moneth, 77. by John Benfield Conſtable of the atoreſa'd Town, and 
other Officers, worth three pounds, which Goods, fifty ſhillings 
worth ot it not being his ewn, the Owner had it again. 

Toba Rainolds of Berybill, for being at one of the ſaid Mectings be- 
Tore named, was fined in five ſhillings for himfelf, and ten pounds 
f5x the Speaker, tor which be had taken from him on the twenty ſixth 
Cay ofthe tenth moneth, 77. by the aforeſaid Conſtable and other 
Officers, by Warrant from the aforeſaid Juſtice, One Cow,One brew+ 
ing-Kettle, One biz Iron Pot, One Braſs Pot, One big Braſs Candle- 
ſtick, One Pewter Candleſtick, Three Diſhes of Pewter, One Pewter 
Salt-ſellar, One Gtidiron, Two Dripping-pans, One Polſter, One 
Pillow, One Coverlet, and a Table-cloth: The juſt worth of theſe 
Goods we know not, | 


| Tbia Account was taken the 224 day of the 11th moneth, 77, by 
1 #s whoſe Names are hercunts. ſubſcribed. _ 


Henry Lloyd Fobn Hibbs, 
Fenkin Hopkin, Wiliam Howel, 
Wiliem Hibbs, TFobu Gwyn, 


(7) 
A Poſtſcript; 


TE areperſyaded, yea, clearly and fully ſatisfied by our Lord 
and Saviour Jelus Chriſt, That NONE (Fpecially ſuch) who 
do profcis his Holy Name and Dodtrine, Onght t1 perſecute about; or 
concerning Religion, Faith an1 Warſhip of the lving God; Perſecution De- 
ing wholely inconſiftant with the Tender Spirit, Holy Dorine, Meek 
and Innocent Converſation of the Heavenly Man Chriftfeſus.our ſouls 
Captain, High-Prieſt and Biſhop, who came not to cſt'oy mens 
Lives, but to ſave them, who is our Prince of Peace, who leads u © i- 
to Peace with God, and one with another, and to haveUnteizne:l 
Love unto our Enemies; in whicy Love we pray for thoſe who have 
and do perſecute and Diſpitefully uſe us, in which we cefte their 
Unteigned Repentance, and Salvation. 

The Law which came by Mcſes, which punithed thoſewho rebellet 
againſt God(in running into falſe worthip & Idolatry )with olitwa:d8 
bodily Punithment to death.,was ended by our Lord Jeſus Chit, who 
cfered vp himteifrh-ough the eternal {pirit,1600 years a70,2s a Lomb 
without Spot alh4 Blemiſh, who rebuke his own Diſciples, who in 
their infancy would have fie come down from keaven to deſtroy thoſe 
1 ho wouid not receivehim ; Webelieve and are aſſured by him, tha: 
it i3 the Duty of his Diſciples an Miniſters ro labour in the Spirit 
cf Trutn, 13 Unfelzned Love, Meekneſs and Patience,to convinceand 
ccuvert 1 dolators and all Gainfayers (who are under Miltzkes aboas 
Re!irion, Falth 1n God and Chriſt, and Worthip, &c.) by SounJ Do - 
&: in2, Good Lite and Converſacion ; fer fo Chriſt Jeſus an his Holy 
Apoſties an {Miniiters did;whoſe Ho'y Doftrine an\1 Examplewe are 
echorted, by limand them, to follow : By theſe Spiritual Weapons 
they deſtroye.l Llolitty our of th2 hearts of Multitules and coverr= 
edthem to Go:lzbutthoſe who have prezended to ſer up and upho!d 
Chriſtian Reitzion, by outward Violence, in opprefſing Pewyple, an | 
dettroying them In their Perſons and Eftatez,by theſe their Ccrna! and 
Lnciriftian VVeapons, they never made one True Ch:iſtian, Do 
ever Can 3 but fch do bring a grear Scandal upon the Name of Citi - 
fiianity among the Turks, Fews ant Heathens. 

Chriſt and his Apoſiez were per” cuted for their pure, peaceble 
Teifion, but they n>ver revſecured any. VVedeſire the Rulers and 
Magiſtrates of England lerio.iſly to cont.'er of theſe thi.gs, and - 
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t he many Grieyous Burdens which have been laid and long continue] 
U non us 1N our Perſons. and Eſtates, Ozly torour Faith in, and Obe- 
Uence to Godand Ciriſt:And we deſire you inthe Fear and Love of 
Gcd. to exerciſe your Power to remove Oppretſion from off the 
Peaccable People of God inthis Land, that the God that made you 
may take plealure 11 you, and gtve you the Reward of Peaceand Reſt 
in your Jatter End 3 for he will certainly reward every one, According 
20 their deeds done is: the Body, whetl er they be good or evil. 

Friends, Remember and obey ths Command of Chriſt Teſus, who 
ſaid, Ioarſoever ve would that men,ſorrtld do wnto 104, do ye even ſo unto 
them: Anthefaid, If ye keep my Commandinents, ye ſhal! abide ins my 
Love, as Ihweh pt myTVathers Commandments, and abide in bis Love. 

Fe ſecution about tne exc:iare of Fairh and Worſhip unto God and 
Ch: iſt. hath made many Hypocrites; but it never made oneT1 ue Cii- 
ſtian,nor ever wil: : Th?retore le: all Magiſtrates, Teachers & People 
who are concerned therein, ſreedily ceafe from this Unchriſtian pra. 
&ice, & repcrt of what is already core,that it may be well with them 
32 the world to come, 


Given ſortb by a Membey of the Church of Chriſt 


VWillam Gibſon, 
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